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Fig. 6 Relative surface areas (bold numbers) of three size compo-
nents in a hypothetical soil comprising approximately equal quantities of
sand (100 ym), silt (20 ym), and crystalline clay (I ym), and containing
1% allophane or ferrihydrite (0.005 pm). Particles are assumed to be
spherical (after Childs, 1992b).
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Fig. 2 Schematic diagram showing the makeup of imogolite and Al-

rich allophane (based on Parfitt, 1980; Wada, 1989). Both have similar
structures on the atomic scale but their morphologies are different:

threads vs spherules.
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Fig. 5 Cartoon summarising the main parameters involved in the forma-

tion of Al-rich allophane vs halloysite or Si-rich allophane. Al-humus com-
plexes tend to form where pH is <4.8 and organic matter is abundant.



